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The Student Voter Bill

“A bill advocating for the implementation of student identification cards as valid voter
identification in the state of Texas”

Whereas(1): Voter turnout in the 18-29 year old demographic in Texas is the lowest
demographic bracket at 15 percent in primaries; and,

Whereas(2): With 1.5 million people, or around 5 percent of the population in the state of
Texas enrolled in a higher education institution since 2016, the allowance of
student identification as voter identification will help to increase the voter turnout
of 18-24 year olds; and,
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Whereas(3): To vote in Texas, an individual must present a valid form of identification at the
polls to be allowed to vote; and,
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Whereas(4): A voter may either present one of seven “primary” forms of identification, those
being:
e A Texas Duvel S License 1ssued by the DPS
al Texas Election Identlﬁcatlon Cemﬁcate 1ssued by the DPS
a Tcxas pe1sona1 1dent1ﬁcauon ca.ld 1ssued by the DPS
i--'.a Texas license to carry a handgun 1ssued by the DPS _
‘2 United States m1hta1y identification card containing the person’s
B __photoglaph &
® a Umted States cmzenshlp certificate containing the person’s photograph,
ora Umted States passport
' '01 a secondaly form of identification coupled with a Reasonable
Impediment Declaration; and;

Whereas(5): A “supportlng form of voter identification is either:
a valid voter reglstl ation cerlificate

0_ a celtlﬁed bnth cort1ﬁcate
® a copy of or ongmal current utlhty bill
e 2 copy of or. original bank statement, a copy of or original government
_ __oheck
® 2 copy. of or ongmal paycheck
& acopy of or or 1g1nal of other govemment document with Votel s name and

an address (original roquncd if'it contains a photoglaph) and;

Whereas(6): A Reasonable Impediment Declaration is a form that is required to be filled out by
a voter who used a supporting form of identification that states why the individual
was not able to present or acquire one of the seven forms of primary
1dentification; and;

Whereas(7): While all forms of supporting identification required a name and address, the
address on the picce of identification is non factor in an individual's ability to vote
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since voting officials will default to the address put down on the voting
application; and;

Since students, ;@di_l’d_ing tQ_'Titlc} 19, _Paﬁ 1, Chapter 21, Subchapter B, Rule
21.21 of the Texas Administrative Code, must prove residency for tuition
purposes before being enrolled in a higher education institution, student
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identification can prove Texas residency for voters that have already registered to
vote; and,

Past attempts at reform for voter identification, such as SB 5, aimed to make
student identification a primary form of voter identification; and;

The Legislative Relations Commision shall be dispatched as the authorized
authority in advocating for this bill; and,

Student identification should be implemented as a supporting form of voting
identification in the state of Texas; and, '

The use of student identification will only be valid if the student has already
registered to vote through the Texas voter application process; and,

Due to the residency requirement for enrollment in college in Texas, student
identification should meet the requirements of Texas state law when paired with a

Reasonable Impediment Declaration; and,
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A copy of this bill be sent to:

Michael O*Quinn, Vice President of Government Relations
Dr. Daniel Pugh, Vice President of Student Activities
President Young, President of Texas A&M University
Texas State Senator Charles Schwertner, District 5
Texas State Senator Paul Bettencourt, District 7
Texas State Senator Kirk Watson, District 14

Texas State Representative John Rainey, District 14
Texas State Senator Charles Perry, District 28

Texas State Representative J.M. Lozano, District 43
Texas State Representative Celia Israel, District 50
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