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The S.G.A.C. Improvement Act
Special Designation: Act of the Senate

“An act updating the enforcement, presentation, and contents of the S.G.A.C.”

Whereas(1): The Student Government Association Code has been published for the past three
(3) sessions of the Student Senate, with added features that are beneficial to the
Student Body and ought to be required in further additions; and,

Whereas(2): Additional discretion should be provided to the Rules and Regulations Chair in
providing an understandable and professional Code to the Student Body; and,

Whereas(3): A cause of action in the Judicial Court, including a special limited statute of
limitations, is necessary to ensure the Rules and Regulations Chair and other
members of the Student Government Association properly perform their duties.

Therefore
Let it be
Enacted(1): That I S.G.A.C. § 001 is amended to read as follows:

TITLE I - ADMINISTRATIVE GENERAL

CHAPTER 001 -- THE STUDENT GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION CODE

\ ARTICLE I. NAME AND SHORT TITLE
* ok K ‘
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SECTION III. This Title and Chapter is a Statute of the Senate, codified separately for organizational
purposes.
ARTICLE II. PURPOSE
SECTION 1. The purpose of this code shall be to codify all the statutes enacted by the Student Senate,

the rules and procedures enacted in the Branch By-Laws, the Student Government
Constitution, and other rules and procedures enacted under authority of the preceding
governing documents of the Student Government Association[;-excluding-standard
operating-proecedures;| for common reference by the executive, judicial, and legislative
branches, and the student body as called for by Article I1I SectionIII of the Student
Government Association Constitution.

ARTICLE HI. ORGANIZATION

SECTION 1. The S.G.A.C shall be organized into titles, which shall further be divided into sub-titles
as needed, chapters, articles, sections, sub-sections, numbers, [and] roman numerals,
letters, and such further common divisions as the Rules and Regulations Chair of the
Student Senate may deem necessary to codify any statute, Branch By-Law, other rule or
procedure, or the Student Government Association Constitution into a common format.

SECTION II. The titles for the S.G.A.C shall divide differing governing documents in order of
decreasing precedence in the following manner:

(a) Title I shall be called “Administrative General” and shall include all statutory provisions for the
organization, dissemination, and display of this code, as well as definitions for its interpretation
(excluding the Constitution), unless otherwise provided for in the various governing documents.

(b) Title IT shall be called “The Constitution of the Texas A&M University Student Government
Association” and shall include the most recent copy of the SGA Constitution as ratified or
amended.

(c) . Title III shall be called “The By-Laws of the Branches and Councils of Government” and shall
include the most recent copies of the Executive Branch, Judicial Branch, Student Senate, and
Governance Council By-Laws as ratified or amended and divided into separate chapters by entity.

(d) Title IV shall be called “The By-Laws and Regulations of the [Commissions-and-Conunittees)
Other Entities of Government™ and shall include the most recent copies of the by-laws and
regulations established pursuant to the statutes of those commissions, [and] committees, other
executive offices, and other judicial offices as may currently be a part of the Executive Branch,
Legislative Branch, or Judicial Branch of Government [as-established-therein as-ratified-or
amended-and] divided into separate sub-titles by Branch of Government and separate chapters by
entity.

(e) Title V shall be called “The Statutes of the Senate” and shall include the statutes as may be

SUITE 126 JOHN J. KOLDUS BUILDING » COLLEGE STATION, TEXAS 77843-1236 « (979) 845-3051 « FAX (979) 862-8908



The Student Senate
Texas A&M University

S.B. 64-53
The Student Senate
64th Session
Texas A&M University

Introduced By: Cody T. Vasut, Off-Campus

~+wmen Paul Boehm, Rules and Regulations Chair

l P AQCOT ‘) E .
Action Take 1 Fags ¢ Certified By: %W“‘L—H

{ Navembel 30 2011 _ Tanner Wilson

----- Speakel of-the Senate
’12
Duly Approved:

Jﬁfﬁr&ken 1271

Student Body President

The S.G.A.C. Improvement Act
Special Designation: Act of the Senate

“An act updating the enforcement, presentation, and contents of the S.G.A.C.”

Whereas(1): The Student Government Association Code has been published for the past three
(3) sessions of the Student Senate, with added features that are beneficial to the
Student Body and ought to be required in further additions; and,

Whereas(2): Additional discretion should be provided to the Rules and Regulations Chair in
providing an understandable and professional Code to the Student Body; and,
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SECTION III. This Title and Chapter is a Statute of the Senate, codified separately for organizational
purposes.

ARTICLE II. PURPOSE

SECTION L. The purpose of this code shall be to codify all the statutes enacted by the Student Senate,
the rules and procedures enacted in the Branch By-Laws, the Student Government
Constitution, and other rules and procedures enacted under authority of the preceding
governing documents of the Student Government Association[;-exeluding standard
eperating-proeedures;] for common reference by the executive, judicial, and legislative
branches, and the student body as called for by Article II1 SectionIII of the Student
Government Association Constitution.

[SECHONIH—— This-codeshall-notbe !
deﬁmhem—femﬁﬁeﬂmﬂe&eﬁ%eeﬂm%emekﬁem&fer&&mg%mﬁ
and-display-as-the Senate-may-enact-from-time-to-time:]

ARTICLE III. ORGANIZATION

SECTION 1. The S.G.A.C shall be organized into titles, which shall further be divided into sub-titles
as needed, chapters, articles, sections, sub-sections, numbers, [and] roman numerals,
letters, and such further common divisions as the Rules and Regulations Chair of the
Student Senate may deem necessary to codify any statute, Branch By-Law, other rule or

procedure, or the Student Government Association Constitution into a common format.

SECTION IIL The titles for the S.G.A.C shall divide differing governing documents in order of
decreasing precedence in the following manner:

(a) Title I shall be called “Administrative General” and shall include all statutory provisions for the
organization, dissemination, and display of this code, as well as definitions for its interpretation
(excluding the Constitution), unless otherwise provided for in the various governing documents.

(b) Title 11 shall be called “The Constitution of the Texas A&M University Student Government
Association” and shall include the most recent copy of the SGA Constitution as ratified or
amended.

(c) . Title III shall be called “The By-Laws of the Branches and Councils of Government” and shall
include the most recent copies of the Executive Branch, Judicial Branch, Student Senate, and
Governance Council By-Laws as ratified or amended and divided into separate chapters by entity.

(d) Title 1V shall be called “The By-Laws and Regulations of the [Commissions-and-Committees]
Other Entities of Government™ and shall include the most recent copies of the by-laws and
regulations established pursuant to the statutes of those commissions, [and] committees, other
executive offices, and other judicial offices as may currently be a part of the Executive Branch,
Legislative Branch, or Judicial Branch of Government [as-established-therein asratified-or
amended-and] divided into separate sub-titles by Branch of Government and separate chapters by
entity.

(e) Title V shall be called “The Statutes of the Senate” and shall include the statutes as may be
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enacted or amended from time to time by the Student Senate.

(H Title VI shall be called “The Agreements of the Student Body President” and shall include the
agreements entered into from time to time by the Student Body President and ratified by the
Student Senate.

(g) The chapters of the titles of the S.G.A.C shall further divide the title or sub-title into
distinguishable documents, categories, or enactments as may be enacted or amended from time to
time by the Student Senate or the various entities of the Student Government Association.

(h) The S.G.A.C shall be presented in standard, non-annotated form, including a cover and table of
contents as may direct the reader by page number to individual chapters of this code, and all
documents shall be modified to meet a common display standard, so long as no modifications are
made to the content of those documents. The Rules and Regulations Chair shall also provide a
recommended citation guide for citing the various statutes, rules or procedures, or the Student
Government Association Constitution in documents in cases before the Judicial Court, in bills and
resolutions of the Student Senate, orders amending rules or procedures in this Code, and in
petitions of the student body enacting statutes, measures, or constitutional amendments. The
Rules and Regulations Chair shall also certify the S.G.A.C. as accurate according to the provisions
of this Chapter. The Rules and Regulations Chair may also provide other non-binding parts to the
code as he or she may deem necessary and proper to aid the reader in understanding or navigating
its contents.

(i) Titles shall be denoted by upper case roman numeral, sub-titles by digits, chapters by three digits,
articles by upper case roman numeral, sections by upper case roman numeral, sub-sections by
lower case letter enclosed in parenthesis, numbers by digits enclosed in parenthesis, [and] roman
numerals by lowercase roman numerals enclosed in parenthesis, letters by lowercase letter, and
further common divisions by any use of the above characters at the discretion of the Rules and
Regulations Chair to codify all statutes, rules or procedures, or the Student Government
Association Constitution into a common format.

§)] All amendments made to documents subject to the enaction of the Student Senate shall be denoted
with reference to the Senate Bill from which such amendments were enacted below the specific
[seetion,artieleor] chapter amended. All other amendments shall denote the student body
petition number, executive order number, judicial court order number, council order number,
commissioner order number, committee chair order number, or such other order number amending
the statute or rule or procedure below the specific chapter amended.

k) The chapters, sub-titles, and [the] titles of the S.G.A.C shall indicate the date of the last revision to
that entity.

ARTICLE 1V. DEFINITIONS

SECTION 1. , Unless otherwise provided for in the [documents] statutes contained within this code, the
following words shall be assigned the ascribed meaning for all purposes.
(a) Definitions from the Constitution
(4] All definitions of words contained within the Constitution apply with respect to the statutes.

SUITE 126 JOHN J. KOLDUS BUILDING « COLLEGE STATION, TEXAS 77843-1236 « (979) 845-3051 « FAX (979) 862-8908



The Student Senate
Texas A&M University

Senate Bill  S.B. 64-53 —Page4 of 5  Further Certified By:er=e e o=
Tanner Wilson
Speaker of the Senate

(b) Gender and other descriptive wording

§)) All references to masculine or feminine wording shall be defined to have equal meaning
under the law.

2) “Year” shall be defined as one calendar year, 365 days in Iength for a normal year, and
366 days in length should the time span across February 29" of a leap year.

(c) People, Places, and Entities

e« N Hedi 1 erelikd i
Ie*as—A&M—Uﬂwem%yLaﬂdrmgeed—%taﬂémg—wﬂ}rm&uﬁW]

(2) “Vice President,” “Executive Director,” “Secretary,” or “Student Advocate” shall be
defined for the purpose of the Executive Branch of Government as such persons the
Student Body President shall appoint from time to time to [his] the executive cabinet and
be confirmed by the Senate.

3) “Texas A&M University” shall be defined as such institution of higher education as is
established by the State of Texas located in the reasonable vicinity of College Station, TX.

“ “Student Government Association Advisor” or “Advisor” shall be defined to be any
person fulfilling the duties of primary or secondary advisor as recognized by the
Department of Student Activities to the Student Government Association, Student Body
President, Executive Branch of Government, Student Senate, or Judicial [Ceust] Branch
of Government.

ARTICLE V. DISSEMINATION AND DISPLAY

SECTION I.

GH»eaJeﬂdai—memh—] The Rules and Regulatlons Chalr of the Student Senate is heleby

vested the duty to enact the provisions of this Chapter, including codifying the S.G.A.C.
in compliance with this Chapter. The Rules and Regulations Chair shall update this Code
to reflect all reported changes within one (1) calendar month.

(a) The Student Body President shall forward to the Rules and Regulations Chair all changes made to
the Executive Branch By-Laws and the Governance Council By-Laws within [tea] fourteen
([10]14) [elass] days of their amendment.

(b) The Chief Justice shall forward to the Rules and Regulations Chair all changes made to the
Judicial Branch By-Laws within [ten] fourteen ([10]14) [elass] days of their amendment.

(c) The chair, director, commissioner, or chief student leader of any SGA Committee shall forward to
the Rules and Regulations Chair all changes made to that particular committee’s by-laws that exist
within [twenty] fourteen ([20]14) [elass] days of their amendment.

) [%Wmaﬂm&m@mmewwmmmmm
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SECTION IL The most recent copy of the S.G.A.C shall be made available for reasonable review by
the general public in electronic format online as well as in physical form in the Student
Government Association Office.

SECTION IIL A copy of the S.G.A.C shall be forwarded by the Rules and Regulations Chair to the
Student Government Association Advisor, the Director of the Cody T. Vasut Archives of
the Senate, the Student Body President, and the Chief Justice of the Judicial Court for
reference as it is updated and in bound format within five (5) class days of the ending of a
session of the Student Senate.

SECTION IV. All costs associated with the production and amending of this code shall be incurred by
the Student Senate.

ARTICLE VI. JUDICIAL REVIEW

SECTION 1. CAUSE OF ACTION IN THE JUDICIAL COURT AND STATUTE OF LIMITATIONS. Any student
may sue in the Judicial Court to ensure that the Rules and Regulations Chair properly
enacts the provisions of this Chapter, or to challenge the constitutionality of this Chapter
or its compliance with any subsequently enacted statute of the Student Senate, but no
cause of action arising from the failure of the Rules and Regulations Chair to enact a
provision of this Chapter shall be entertained by the Judicial Court unless filed with the
Judicial Court within one hundred and eighty (180) days of the reasonable discovery of
the Rules and Regulations Chair’s alleged error.
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