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Whereas (1): Due to COVID-19, many Aggies are no longer present in College Station but are

currently back home, whether that be in Texas, in the United States or globally;
and,

Whereas (2): During the COVID-19 pandemic, there has been an increase in incidents of

blatant racism and aggression towards people of APIDA (Asian Pacific Islander
Desi American) descent and Asian Americans; and,

Whereas (3): A TAMU-affiliated organization publicly tweeted a xenophobic and derogatory

tweet regarding the COVID-19 pandemic; and,

Whereas (4): The Battalion published an article, that spoke of some Aggies’ use of derogatory

and demeaning remarks towards Asian Americans and those of Asian descent;
and,

Whereas (5): In 2015, the World Health Organization published a “Best Practices for the

Naming of New Human Infectious Diseases™, in which they highlighted that
naming diseases based on geographical locations, cultures, populations, or
occupations should be avoided. Past diseases such as the Spanish Flu and the
Middle Eastern Respiratory Syndrome were cited as naming conventions to avoid;
and,

Whereas (6): Terms such as “Chinese Virus”, “Wuhan Flu”, and “Kung Flu” or similar

variations attach a racial and ethnic stigma to the disease, regardless of the
intention, and opens up groups to be unjustly targeted; and,

Whereas (7): According to Dr. Reber, the Dean of Student Life for Texas A&M University,

there have been a total 112 Stop Hate reports regarding the aforementioned tweet
in Whereas 2 and four Stop Hate reports regarding “two separate GroupMe’s,
associated with a class, where a student used terms like ‘Chinese virus’ and
‘Corona Boy’”, thus highlighting that Texas A&M Students have been impacted
and concerned by said actions; and,
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Whereas (8): The Department of Justice released a statement, cautioning against the spread of

misinformation that proves harmful towards ethnic minorities and individuals of
descent; and,

Whereas (9): The Anti-Defamation League also highlights over 70 specific cases of
coronavirus-related anti-Asian incidents, across the U.S, with several cases in the
state of Texas. Based on an FBI intelligence report compiled by the FBI’s
Houston office, the FBI has warned, of an increase in hate crime incidents against
the Asian American population in response to misinformation associating the

spread of the virus to these populations.
Therefore

Let it be

Resolved (1): The 73rd Session of Student Senate supports all APIDA/Asian American Aggies
during this time, no matter where they may currently be, in the United States or
globally; and,

Let it be

Further

Resolved (2): The 73rd session of the Student Senate condemns all racist, xenophobic, or
derogatory behavior towards all people regardless of their race or ethnicity; and,

Let it be

Further

Resolved (3): The 73rd session of the Student Senate recognizes that hateful speech and
behavior do not represent our Aggie Core Values of Respect, Integrity, and
Excellence; and,

-1hc-:zlms-lhax-canscs-ilﬂ ~text=1CT V%20announced%20% WE2%80%9Csevere? 9 9 9

SUITE 126 JOHN J. KOLDUS BUILDING « COLLEGE STATION, TEXAS 77843-1236 + (979) 845-3051 * FAX (979) 862-8908



The Student Senate

Texas A&M University

Senate Resolution S.R. 73-01 — Page 4 of 4 Further Certified By -
5 e Zach McCue
Speaker of the Senate

Let it be

Further

Resolved (4): The 73rd Session of Student Senate encourages all Aggies to use name variations
that do not attach a racial or cultural stigma to a certain groups, such as the
official names announced by the World Health Organization,— “coronavirus
disease” and “COVID-19"; and,

Let it be

Further

Resolved (5): While political discourse and freedom of speech are crucial, the 73rd session of
Student Senate recognizes that criticizing the Chinese government can occur
without resorting to hostile rhetorics against the Asian community; and,

Let it be

Further

Resolved (6): The 73rd session of Student Senate supports all minority groups affected by
negative racial and xenophobic sentiments during the COVID-19 pandemic and
encourages all Aggies to utilize resources such as the Stop Hate
(stophate.tamu.edu) initiative or the Tell Somebody online form
(tellsomebody.tamu.edu) to report any harmful or hateful activities and to reach
out to Counseling & Psychological Services (https://caps. tamu.edu/) and
HelpLine (979-845-2700) as needed; and,

Let it be

Further

Resolved (7): A copy of this resolution be sent to:
John Sharp, Chancellor of the Texas A&M University System
Michael K. Young, President, Texas A&M University
Dr. Driver, Director of Department of Multicultural Services
Dr. Daniel J. Pugh Sr., Vice President of Student Affairs
Asian Presidents Council (APC)
Institute for the Development of Asian American Leaders (IDEAAL)
The Battalion
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